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Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that he will co-sponsor legislation to make permanent the Northeast                Dairy Compact. The Compact provides dairy farmers in the six-state                region a higher price for their milk, thereby protecting small family                dairy farms and preserving open space.

               "Consumers should be able to choose locally produced milk,                and Northeast Dairy Compact has successfully guaranteed the availability                of local milk for four years now," Olver said. "It's crucial                that we take action before the Compact expires in 2002, and I'll                be working hard to try and make the Compact permanent."

               The Northeast Dairy Compact, originally sponsored by Olver, is an                interstate commission that sets the price of fluid milk in New England                states. The Compact does not automatically regulate the price of                milk in stores, but instead, allows the Compact to determine the                price farmers are paid for the milk they produce. It has been in                effect since August 1997. In 1999, the compact was extended until                2002.

               The bill that Olver has co-sponsored would make permanent the Northeast                Dairy Compact and would also create a Southern Dairy compact for                states in the southeastern U.S.

               "I think we've got a good coalition of both Democrats and Republicans                that support this legislation," Olver said. "Unlike many                debates in Congress, the two sides of this issue are divided by                regional rather than partisan differences."

               Members from Wisconsin and other diary-producing states in the Midwest                have long opposed the Northeast Dairy Compact. 

               "One of the keys to success will be gathering enough support                to get the bill out of committee, where it stalled last year,"                Olver added.

               The bill was passed out of the Judiciary Subcommittee on Commercial                and Administrative Law, but was never approved by the full Judiciary                Committee.
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